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1. Cheney House - 1893

490 N. Milledge Avenue
This Queen-Anne style house of the
Victorian Era was built in 1893 for Mrs.
Francis Cheney and her four children. The
house has asymmetrical styling with wings,
gable porches, a tower, an oriel window, and
dormers. It is also interesting to note that
the side porch is accessible only through a
window and that this was the first house in
Athens to have an interior bathroom as part
of its original design. Two of the Cheney
daughters lived in the house until the late
1960s.

2. Phinizy-Hunnicutt House - 1855
325 N. Milledge Avenue

This Italianate design house was built by

John F. Phinizy and is now located in the

Cobbham Historic District. The lovely iron-

work of the porch was made at the Athens

Foundry, and the entire house was built at

a cost of $7,500. The house was then sold

in 1894 to John A. Hunnicutt, who was

one of the organizers of the Athens Electric

Railroad Company.

3. Lucy Cobb Institute - 1858

201 N. Milledge Avenue
In 1854, a daring letter to the editor was
published in the Southern Watchman (an
Athens weekly newspaper at the time) enti-
tled "The Education of our Girls." The letter
said that "girls have the same intellectual
constitution as men and have the same right
as men to intellectual, cultural development"
and was signed "Mother." T.R.R Cobb, who
later discovered that "Mother" was his sister,
Laura Cobb Rutherford, read the article
and set out to raise funds for a "College for
Girls." The complex was completed in 1858
and named after Cobb’s daughter, who died
at age 13 of scarlet fever. The school began
its first session in January of 1859 and closed
in 1931, having earned the reputation of
being one of the top girls’ schools in the
United States. There were two interesting
rules at the institute: young ladies were not

to wave to young men from the second story
windows, and students could not wander
past the magnolia trees without a chaper-
one. After the Lucy Cobb Institute closed,
the property was leased to the University of
Georgia in 1932 and transferred entirely to
UGA in 1953. Through the years, it served
as women’s dormitories, the Phi Mu soror-
ity house, office space for the School of
Environmental Design, and storage space.
The building became a part of the National
Register of Historic Places in 1970. In 1984,
with the building in desperate need of reno-
vation, Congress allocated funds for the Lucy
Cobb Institute to be repaired, restored, and
turned into the Carl Vinson Institute of
Government’s new home — on the condition
that state and federal historic preservation
offices approve the renovation. The renova-
tion project was completed in 1991.

4. Seney-Stovall Chapel - 1885
201 N. Milledge Avenue
W.W. Thomas began building the chapel in
1882 after Miss Nellie G. Stovall wrote a
letter to George . Seney, a philanthropist in
New York, asking for money to build a cha-
pel for the Lucy Cobb Institute. He donated
$10,000 for the project, plus a pipe organ for
the chapel and paintings for the Lucy Cobb
Institute. Seney-Stovall Chapel, which holds
280 people, was dedicated in 1885 and still
stands as the only truly Elizabethan theatre
in the Southeast. The octagonal, orange-
brick building served as a lecture hall, theatre






